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Swedesboro-Woolwich School District
Gifted and Talented Education and Students
State regulations (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1) define gifted and talented students as
follows:
Those students who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability, in one or more content
areas, when compared to their chronological peers in the local district
and who require modification of their educational program if they are to achieve in
accordance with their capabilities.
The Swedesboro-Woolwich School District recognizes gifted and talented as those
students, whose abilities, talents, and potential for accomplishment, are so outstanding
that they require a variety of special provisions to meet their educational needs. We also
recognize students identified as gifted and talented come from all races, socioeconomic
groups, and geographic locales/environments with no regard to learning disability.
Approximately five percent of the student population shall be eligible through the
use of multiple standardized test scores and identified as the gifted population of the
Swedesboro-Woolwich School District. We recognize these students require educational
experiences beyond those normally provided by the regular school curriculum.
Our mission is to provide optimal development of the gifted student’s intellectual,
emotional, and social abilities, and to honor the diversity among all students through a
differentiated and challenging curriculum.

Gifted and Talented/QUEST Program Services
 Kindergarten-Second Grade
o Curriculum Differentiation within the Classroom
 Third-Fifth Grade
o Gifted and Talented Math and/or Reading
 Sixth Grade
o QUEST
o Gifted and Talented Math and/or Reading
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Swedesboro-Woolwich School District
Gifted and Talented/QUEST Program Services Overview
Students in Grades K-2, who are identified as intellectually gifted, are
enriched within the classroom through curriculum differentiation. The aim is to
remove the ceiling on what is learned and promote creativity and higher level
cognitive skills. Such extended learning opportunities are designed to support
individual learning needs and are identified and provided through collaboration
between the classroom teacher and the Gifted and Talented (G&T) Coordinator.
Students in Grades 3-5, who are identified as intellectually gifted, are
enriched through a Gifted and Talented Math and/or Reading program. G&T
programs run in conjunction with the six-day cycle (Days A-F) for the calendar year.
Classes are usually held once a week.
Students in Grade 6, who are identified as intellectually gifted, are enriched
through a Gifted and Talented Math and/or Reading program or QUEST
(Questioning, Understanding, Examining, Solving and Thinking). G&T programs
run in conjunction with the six-day cycle (Days A-F) for the calendar year.
G&T/QUEST classes are usually held one to two times per week.
The G&T and QUEST Programs enhance the regular curriculum through
special projects and/or activities based on the Common Core State Standards and
the National Gifted Program Standards of the National Association for Gifted
Children.
Students will miss classroom instruction in an academic subject, one to two
times per week, to attend G&T or QUEST classes. All students in G&T or QUEST are
required to make up missed work. Failure to maintain classroom expectations may
result in a program furlough or an exit from the program.

“All of us do not have equal talent, but all of us should have an equal opportunity
to develop our talent.” – John F. Kennedy
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Grades K-2
Screening, Identification, and Programming
Implementation Process
Children enter school with wide variations in skills, abilities, interests, and
experiential backgrounds that help foster readiness to learn. Children are not bound
by age from possessing or displaying a variety of talents. At early ages, it is often
very difficult to denote how much precocious behavior can be attributed to an
enriched home environment versus actual intellectual ability.
Identification of academically gifted students is far more reliable beyond the
early grades. The first three primary years are critical for gifted children—as they
are for all children— because, at this time, children are developing educational
patterns and attitudes that last a lifetime and may affect later school performance.
Recognizing and rewarding giftedness in young children helps develop their
confidence, self-esteem, and enthusiasm for learning. A young child who is provided
appropriately challenging, stimulating schoolwork can show substantial gains in
achievement, motivation, and self-concept.
Although the Swedesboro-Woolwich School District does not offer a
supplemental Gifted and Talented program for children in Grades K-2, the district
does informally evaluate these young students, as potentially gifted, and believes in
its responsibility to provide a learning environment that will address each child’s
instructional needs.
Any K-2 student, who functions at a consistently exceptional level in general
intellectual ability, specific academic aptitude, creativity, leadership, or visual and
performing arts, may be considered for early identification.
Throughout the school year, classroom teachers will collect evidence of
students’ advanced abilities through conversations with parents/guardians,
observations, anecdotal records, portfolios, and/or behavioral checklists. The
process of identification is continuous. Classroom teachers regularly review student
progress and performance, and student data is gathered each year in a portfolio as
reference for the following school year. To this end, classroom teachers work to
develop and implement appropriate programming for more able learners.
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Identified K-2 students are served within the regular classroom with ageappropriate curriculum differentiation strategies. The curriculum for identified K-2
students will be differentiated from the regular curriculum in the areas of content,
process, and product. Differentiated instructional strategies may include the following:







Student Centered Classroom
Cooperative Environment
Questioning Techniques
Critical, Creative, Evaluative, and Interpersonal Skills
Learning Centers
Flexible Grouping

Roles and Responsibilities in Differentiated Programming
Differentiation recognizes that every student is unique. It also acknowledges
that special learning experiences to nurture high potential must extend beyond the
classroom into the home and community. As such, the G&T Coordinator, teachers,
students, and parents/guardians are partners in the implementation of a total
development program.

Gifted and Talented Coordinator
The G&T Coordinator advocates for the needs of academically talented
learners by:
 collaborating with classroom teachers regarding identification,
curriculum differentiation, and instructional strategies and techniques;
 conferencing with district elementary school principals to ensure
procedures and modifications are implemented in every K-2
classroom; and
 communicating with parents/guardians and staff regarding
programming and opportunities for advanced learning experiences.
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Classroom Teachers
Teachers are the key players in providing challenging and interesting
differentiated learning opportunities for their advanced learners. As part of lesson
planning for effective differentiation, they consider the following:









Assessment of Student Needs
Student Grouping
Availability of Suitable Materials
Appropriate Use of Technology
Effective Instructional Models
Effective Instructional Strategies
Effective Questioning Techniques
Assessment of Student Understanding

Students
Students, too, are partners in shaping their classroom experiences and this can
be achieved by:
 developing an awareness of their giftedness and understanding it comes with
responsibility;
 being conscientious and accountable during the learning process;
 learning to achieve high standards and make choices to enhance the learning
experience;


working together with teachers and other students collaboratively; and

 demonstrating a sense that high achievement is valuable.
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Parents/Guardians
Parents/guardians also play an essential role in the enrichment of their
child’s education. They can encourage appropriate differentiation by:
 communicating information to school staff on their child’s strengths, talents,
and interests;
 developing an understanding of differentiation and its place in gifted and
talented education;
 understanding that teachers cannot and should not differentiate all
assignments and materials every day;
 securing enrichment materials for use at home, and providing meaningful
advanced learning experiences outside the classroom.

Nomination of Students (K-2 Only)
A parent/guardian may nominate his/her child (Grades K-2) for the Gifted &
Talented Program. A child will be considered eligible for the program after careful
consideration of his/her abilities in the educational environment and/or through
testing, if warranted.
Parents/guardians may not initially recognize their child has exceptional
abilities until he/she has spent time in the educational environment; therefore,
nominations will be accepted throughout the year.
Nominations require a written request and a completed Parent Observation
Inventory (Appendix A), highlighting a child’s exceptional abilities as recognized by
the parent, be sent to the G&T Coordinator. Nomination does not guarantee
placement in the program, nor does it guarantee testing will be performed.
After careful consideration and conferences with teachers and/or nominating
parents/guardians, all final decisions will be the responsibility of the Gifted &
Talented Coordinator. Parents/guardians will be notified of all final decisions.
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Grades 3-6
Identification and Programming Implementation Process
Identification of academically gifted students is far more reliable beyond the
early grades. As they mature, children in Grades 3-6 may exhibit wide variations in
skills, abilities, interests, and experiential backgrounds that help foster inquiry and
creative thinking. Children are not bound by age from possessing or displaying a
variety of talents; therefore, even though a child may have not been recognized as
gifted in the early years, he/she may begin to exhibit academic expertise beyond the
regular classroom curriculum.
Recognizing and rewarding giftedness in children helps develop their
confidence, self-esteem, and enthusiasm for learning. Children who are provided
appropriately challenging, stimulating schoolwork outside the regular education
classroom can show substantial gains in achievement, motivation, and self-concept.

Identification Matrix
The district identifies students in Grades 3-6 for Gifted and Talented Math
and/or Reading or QUEST using MAP, NJASK, and OLSAT assessment scores, and
teacher recommendation. (Slosson may be given at the discretion of the G&T
Coordinator.) Identification Matrixes are completed for students who may be eligible
for G&T or QUEST through any or all of the above listed assessments. This matrix
will be utilized in considering students for final identification and placement.

Matrix Development
At the beginning of each school year, eligibility analyses are performed to
determine who may be identified as G&T or QUEST students. The criteria used to
determine eligibility is in compliance with NJ State regulations for Gifted and
Talented programs. In Swedesboro-Woolwich, eligibility criteria is developed every
September; therefore, based on the most current criteria, a student who was in G&T
one academic year, may or may not be eligible for the program the following year.
Once analyses are finished, an Identification Matrix is completed to confirm
eligibility for G&T or QUEST.
The top five percent of students in each grade level (Grades 3-5) are eligible
for G&T Math and/or Reading. The top two percent of students in Grade 6 are
eligible for QUEST; the next five percent are eligible for G&T Math and/or Reading.
Note: QUEST students are only identified in Grade 6.
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Roles and Responsibilities in G&T/QUEST Programming
Differentiation recognizes that every student is unique. It also acknowledges
that special learning experiences to nurture high potential must extend beyond the
classroom into the home and community. As such, the G&T Coordinator, teachers,
students, and parents/guardians are partners in the implementation of a total
development program.

Gifted and Talented Coordinator
The G&T Coordinator advocates for the needs of academically talented
learners by:
 collaborating with G&T/QUEST teachers regarding identification,
curriculum, and instructional strategies and techniques;
 conferencing with district elementary school principals to ensure
G&T/QUEST programming is appropriate; and
 communicating with parents/guardians, when necessary, to enhance
their understanding of the unique academic G&T/QUEST learning
experiences.

G&T/QUEST Teachers
G&T/QUEST teachers are the key players in providing challenging and
interesting learning opportunities for students who have been identified as gifted
and talented. As part of their specialized programs, they consider the following:









Assessment of Student Needs
Student Grouping
Availability of Suitable Materials
Appropriate Use of Technology
Effective Instructional Models
Effective Instructional Strategies
Effective Questioning Techniques
Assessment of Student Understanding
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Students
Students, too, are partners in shaping their classroom experiences, which can be
achieved by:
 developing awareness of their strengths, interests, and learning styles;
 assuming ownership of, and being conscientious, accountable, and
responsible during, the learning process;
 setting high standards for themselves and others;
 making choices to enhance their learning and promote growth;


working together with teachers and other students in setting goals,
monitoring progress, and analyzing successes and setbacks; and

 demonstrating scholarly behaviors and understanding high achievement is
valuable.

Parents/Guardians
Parents/guardians also play an essential role in the enrichment of their
child’s education. They can encourage appropriate differentiation by:
 encouraging students to let teachers know when assignments are a good fit
and when they are not; and
 securing enrichment materials for use at home, and providing meaningful
advanced learning experiences outside the classroom.

Nomination of Students
(K-2 Only)
The nomination process is strictly limited to children in Grades K-2.
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G&T/QUEST Program Start/End Dates
G&T/QUEST programs start in October. This allows time for eligibility
analyses to be conducted, matrixes to be completed, and identification of students to
be finalized. The programs end sometime mid- to late May, depending on the closing
stages of each project.

Notification of Student Placement
Once students have been officially identified for G&T or QUEST,
administration, teachers, and families will be notified of student placement.
All reasonable inquiries concerning the identification of Gifted and Talented
or QUEST students will be addressed in order to ensure the most reliable and valid
information on individual students.

G&T Transfer Students
In accordance with NJ State regulations for Gifted and Talented students, a
previously identified G&T student transferring into a New Jersey school district,
from another district in New Jersey or another state, is not required to be
automatically placed in the receiving district’s Gifted and Talented Program.
A new student, identified as G&T, will only be placed in the SwedesboroWoolwich G&T or QUEST Program after the G&T Coordinator has determined that:
(1) the transferred student’s prior identification meets district criterion, or (2)
Swedesboro-Woolwich district assessments must be completed in order to identify
the student as meeting comparable standards of peers in the specific grade level.
Parents/guardians of G&T students transferring out of the SwedesboroWoolwich School District may request to have a letter, including a copy of their
child’s Identification Matrix, forwarded to the receiving school district verifying
identification and participation in the G&T program.
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Exits and Furloughs
 If a parent/guardian, teacher, administrator, and/or G&T Coordinator has
evidence a student is not profiting fully from his/her Gifted and
Talented/QUEST educational program, the G&T/QUEST teacher should be
notified. At that time, a determination of continued participation in the
program will be made by the G&T Coordinator, in conjunction with the
G&T/QUEST teacher.
 A furlough may be an option for a student who may be struggling with
success in the program because of outside interferences that may be beyond
his/her control. A parent/guardian may request a furlough for his/her child
by contacting the G&T/QUEST teacher. At that time, a determination will be
made by the G&T Coordinator, in conjunction with the G&T/QUEST teacher.
Upon seeking a return to the program, the parent/guardian of the student
must notify the G&T/QUEST teacher. At that time, a determination as to
whether the student is ready to return to the program will be made by the
G&T Coordinator, in conjunction with the G&T/QUEST teacher.
If, at any time, a G&T/QUEST student is failing to maintain the expectations of G&T,
QUEST, and/or the regular education classroom, the parent/guardian will be
contacted by the G&T or QUEST teacher. If warranted, a conference will be
scheduled with the student, G&T or QUEST teacher, and the parent/guardian to
determine the best course of action. The G&T Coordinator will make the final
determination as to whether the student is exited from the program, furloughed, or
remains in the program.

Expectations
The following are just a few of the general expectations of the G&T/QUEST
Programs. Each teacher will have his/her own classroom/program expectations.






Motivation is Key
Behavior MUST be Excellent
Attendance is Vital
Participation is Required
Responsibility is Essential
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GIFTED AND TALENTED
and
QUEST

Topics of Study

Gifted & Talented Math - Grades 3-5
Coming soon!

Gifted & Talented Math - Grade 6
Economics, Investing, Personal Finances
Students will begin the year building background and practicing investing
with presenters from local banks and/or investment firms. Midyear, students will
participate in a virtual contest called, “The Stock Market Game.” At the end of the
year, students will gather and present accumulated data.
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Gifted & Talented Reading - Grades 3-5
Reading, Research, Writing
Students in Grades 3-5 will use print and online resources, both fiction and
nonfiction, for reading, research and writing. They will participate in live and online
discussions within their groups. This year’s theme will be Native American Indians.
Differentiation will occur as follows:
 Grade 3
Students will discover differences among Native American Indian groups,
both in the past and today. They will read The Arrow over the Door by
Joseph Bruchac.
 Grade 4
Students will research Native American groups, their traditions, locations and
customs. They will read Sees behind Trees by Michael Dorris.
 Grade 5 – Medieval Times
Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich will form the core for this group’s study
of Native Americans in the past and today.

Gifted & Talented Reading - Grade 6
Coming soon!

QUEST - Grade 6
Robotics
Students will be immersed in real-world science and technology challenges.
Teams will design their own solutions to a current scientific question or problem
and build autonomous LEGO robots. The students will control the robots using
computer programs, written by the students, to make the individual robots perform
a series of missions.
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Frequently Asked Questions about
Gifted and Talented Services in New Jersey
How does New Jersey Administrative Code define a gifted and talented
student?
The regulations (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1) define gifted and talented students as: Those students
who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability, in one or more content areas, when
compared to their chronological peers in the local district and who require modification of
their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities.

What services are required?
All public school districts must have a board-approved gifted and talented identification
process and provide services for identified students enrolled in the grades of that school
district. The regulations require that identification and services be made available to
students in grades K-12.

When should districts identify students for giftedness?
N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1(a)5 ii requires district boards of education to provide appropriate K-12
educational services for gifted and talented students. Therefore, the identification process
and appropriate educational challenges must begin in kindergarten or upon entrance to the
school or district. There is a misconception that schools are not required to identify
students prior to grade three or that students who are new to a district must complete a
state-mandated waiting period before they can be evaluated. That information is
inaccurate. Additionally, local school districts are not obligated to identify students prior to
their enrollment in the public school (e.g., three-year olds, students enrolled in community
early childhood programs or private kindergartens). Local school districts are not obligated
to identify students attending nonpublic schools.

What types of instructional accommodations must be made for students
identified as gifted and talented?
The regulations require that district boards of education provide appropriate K-12 services
for gifted and talented students. This includes appropriate curricular and instructional
modifications for gifted and talented students indicating content, process, products, and
learning environment. District boards of education must also take into consideration the
PreK-Grade 12 National Gifted Program Standards of the National Association for Gifted
Children in developing programs for gifted and talented students. A copy of those
standards was sent to every chief school administrator and is available at www.nagc.org. In
addition, each curriculum framework developed by the NJDOE provides general, as well as
content specific information on gifted education (e.g., terminology, examples of appropriate
practices). The frameworks can be accessed at: http://www.nj.gov/njded/frameworks/ or
at www.nj.gov/njded/aps/cccs.
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How should students be identified?
The regulations require that students be compared to their chronological peers in the local
school district. New Jersey does not have state-level criteria, such as mandated tests or
assessments, grade point averages, or IQ scores. Local school districts must use multiple
measures to identify gifted students.

What does the state mean by “multiple measures?”
District boards of education must make provisions for an ongoing K-12 identification
process for gifted and talented students. Multiple measures include, but are not limited to,
achievement test scores; grades; student performance or products; intelligence testing;
parent, student, and/or teacher recommendation; and other appropriate measures. Local
school districts should ensure that the identification methodology is developmentally
appropriate, nondiscriminatory, and related to the programs and services offered (e.g.,
using math achievement to identify students for a math program).

Does the state require a specific program or model for elementary or middlelevel students?
No. The state does not endorse a particular program or model. Program models might
include, but are not limited to, pull-out programs, classroom-based differentiated
instruction, acceleration, flexible pacing, compacted curricula, distance learning, advanced
classes, or individualized programs.

Are local school districts obligated to accept the evaluation of a student’s
giftedness from another state, school district, or independent service?
No. The district board of education establishes the identification criteria, and students are
compared to their chronological peers within the district; therefore, the district is not
obligated to accept an out-of-district evaluation. However, new students, particularly those
who have been identified as gifted in another state or district, should be evaluated by the
district, as appropriate.
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I am moving to New Jersey from another state. How can I find out which New
Jersey schools have the best gifted and talented programs? How can I find out
what programs are offered in certain schools?
All New Jersey public school districts are required to identify gifted and talented students
and provide services. The types of services may differ from district to district. New Jersey
does not rank, or otherwise evaluate, specific gifted programs.
For information on programs and services available in a particular district, contact the
district or check its website. Contact information on schools and districts is available at
http://www.state.nj.us/education/directory/. You can also find out more about gifted
education in New Jersey by going to www.njagc.org and www.njping.net.

Does the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) address the gifted child?
The federal government does not prescribe programs and services for gifted students
(unlike special education). NCLB focuses on improving student achievement with
particular emphasis on students in high-need schools. Gifted students are not a subgroup
population examined under NCLB testing parameters.

What state or national organizations support the needs of gifted students?
How can I contact them?
The New Jersey Association for Gifted Children (NJAGC) assists schools, teachers, parents
and students. For more information on New Jersey programs, consult the NJAGC Website at
www.njagc.org. Additionally, the Gifted Child Society is a nonprofit organization that was
founded in 1957 by parents of New Jersey to further the cause of gifted children. More
information is available on its Website at www.gifted.org.
At the national level, the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) is an organization
of parents, teachers, educators, other professionals, and community leaders, who unite to
address the unique needs of children and youth with demonstrated gifts and talents, as
well as those children who may be able to develop their talent potential with appropriate
educational experiences. For further information on national efforts on behalf of gifted
children, go to http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=585&al.
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Contact Information
Mrs. Diane Jablonowski
Technology Teacher
Sixth Grade QUEST Teacher
Walter H. Hill School
856-241-1552 ext. 2112
djablonowski@swedesboro-woolwich.com

Mrs. Lorraine Campbell
Sixth Grade ACES Teacher
Sixth Grade G&T Math Teacher
Walter H. Hill School
856-241-1552 ext.2226
lcampbell@swedesboro-woolwich.com

Mrs. Judy Putnam
Sixth Grade Media Specialist
Sixth Grade G&T Reading Teacher
Walter H. Hill School
856-241-1552 ext. 2207
jking@swedesboro-woolwich.com

Mrs. Kathleen Bonner
Fourth and Fifth Grade ACES Teacher
Third-Fifth Grade G&T Math Teacher
General Charles G. Harker School
856-241-1552 ext. 4217
kbonner@swedesboro-woolwich.com

Mrs. Corrin Sellen
Third –Fifth Grade Media Specialist
Third-Fifth Grade G&T Reading Teacher
General Charles G. Harker School
856-241-1552 ext. 4218
csellen@swedesboro-woolwich.com
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APPENDIX A
Gifted & Talented Program
Parent Observation Inventory
Grades K - 2
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SWEDESBORO-WOOLWICH SCHOOL DISTRICT
GIFTED & TALENTED PROGRAM
KINDERGARTEN-SECOND GRADE
PARENT OBSERVATION INVENTORY
Name of Child: _________________________________________________________ Date: ______________________
Teacher: _________________________________________________________________ Grade: ___________________
In order for us to know more about your child, please complete the following inventory
using the number scale to describe your child:
3
2
1
0

Observed to a Great Degree
Observed Somewhat
Observed to a Small Degree
Not Observed

Note: This list is not all inclusive, but general in nature. Filling out this form does not
automatically identify your child as gifted, but constitutes permission for the district to use
this information in making professional determinations regarding your child.
Characteristic
1

My child is mature beyond his/her years.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

2

My child has many different ways of approaching problems.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

3

My child has interests similar to those of older children or
adults in games and reading.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

3 2 1 0

Page 2
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Characteristic
4

My child is observant.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

5

My child is aware of problems others often do not see.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

6

My child wants to know how and why.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

7

My child asks many questions about a variety of topics.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

8

My child is able to plan and organize.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

9

My child sticks to a task once it is begun.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

3 2 1 0

10 My child reads books independently.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

Page 3
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Characteristic

3 2 1 0

11 My child sets high standards for himself/herself.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

12 My child likes to solve difficult problems.
Please give an example of how your child shows this characteristic.

When you compare your child with others the same age, do you believe he/she is:
_______
_______
_______

About Average
Somewhat Above Average
Considerably Above Average

____________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print)

_______________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature

Please return to:
Your child’s homeroom teacher
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